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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HAZEL ERBY
HON. CORI BUSH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 16, 2021

Ms. BUSH. Madam Speaker, it is with a
heavy heart that Saint Louis and | rise to com-
memorate the life of councilwoman Hazel
Erby.

There are no words that can truly encap-
sulate what Hazel Erby meant to the St. Louis
region. She was a true personification of a
public servant. She served with grace, class,
integrity, and most importantly from a deep
place in her heart—a place that was filled with
love for her community. That love was always
evidenced by the vigor, passion, and unrelent-
ing disposition she would approach her work
with. She was a community icon and a legisla-
tive trailblazer, unafraid of going where others
would not venture to go and speaking when
many stayed silent. During my run for office,
she maintained her love and support of me
and she was a bedrock of encouragement
when | needed it most. | faced so many obsta-
cles throughout my political journey and her
unyielding support and encouragement to both
me and my staff will be etched in my heart for-
ever. Hazel Erby was driven by doing what's
right for all people, starting with those among
us who have the least because she clearly un-
derstood that's what matters.

“Mama Hazel”’s legacy will be felt for years
to come as it is in the work she accomplished
and all of the lives she touched. She was
deeply committed to equity in government
funding and was instrumental in establishing
legislation that outlined standards and require-
ments for minority participation in government
contracts. She also played a key role in secur-
ing funds for a recreation center in St. Louis
County. Hazel Erby had a vision for St. Louis
County, and she worked tirelessly on and off
platforms and stages to see that vision be-
come a reality.

We are deeply saddened by the loss of this
community giant, and |, like the rest of my
community, am mourning her death. That said,
| take great comfort and joy in the fact that
she is left this world with an empty cup be-
cause she’s poured so much of herself out for
the betterment of our world. I'd say there is no
better way to live. We are no doubt indebted
to her for the service she’s paid to our com-
munity.

| thank Hazel Erby.

————
HONORING LIEUTENANT GENERAL

FRANCIS M. BEAUDETTE FOR 32
YEARS OF MILITARY SERVICE

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 16, 2021

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor Lieutenant General Francis M.

Beaudette for 32 years of distinguished mili-
tary service.

Lt. Gen. Beaudette has made immeasurable
contributions to our great Nation and con-
tinues to personify the core U.S. Army values
of honor, integrity, personal courage, and self-
less service. He began his career in 1989 as
a military intelligence officer and retires as the
Commanding General of the U.S. Army Spe-
cial Operations Command at Fort Bragg.

After graduating from The Citadel, Lt. Gen.
Beaudette went on to serve as a battalion as-
sistant, crewmember, and armor platoon lead-
er in Germany, Saudi Arabia, and Irag. He
completed Special Forces training in 1995 and
was assigned to the 3rd Special Forces Group
before serving as the aide-de-camp to the
commanding general of the U.S. Army John F.
Kennedy Special Warfare Center and School
and the aide-de-camp to the deputy com-
manding general of Kosovo Forces.

Over the course of his extraordinary career,
Lt. Gen. Beaudette has answered the call to
duty many times. He previously served as the
Deputy Commanding General of the 1st Ar-
mored Division, Assistant Commander of the
Joint Special Operations Command, and Com-
manding General of the 1st Special Forces
Command. Lt. Gen. Beaudette retires as a
decorated military leader and true American
hero, having earned some of the most pres-
tigious awards bestowed by our military. He
represents the best our Nation has to offer,
and his legacy of leadership will be felt for
generations.

As Fort Bragg's Congressman, | know |
speak for our Nation and our community when
| say we are truly grateful for Lt. Gen.
Beaudette’s extraordinary service and cannot
thank him enough. | have personally benefited
from his friendship and counsel and would like
to offer my sincerest appreciation and wish
him success in his future endeavors.

Madam Speaker, please join me today in
honoring Lieutenant General Francis M.
Beaudette for 32 years of military service.

————
CELEBRATING RETIRED NAVY
CAPTAIN GILES M. KELLY’S

100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. ELAINE G. LURIA

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 16, 2021

Mrs. LURIA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor retired Navy Captain Giles M. Kelly, a
member of the Greatest Generation. Today,
July 17, 2021, Captain Kelly, celebrates his
100th birthday, and | commemorate his excep-
tional and dedicated service to our nation.

Captain Kelly, the son of an electrical engi-
neer and an educator, was born in Bronxville,
New York. He graduated from New York State
Merchant Marine Academy in 1942 and re-
ported for duty as a Navy Reserve in the Pa-
cific during the Second World War. He contin-
ued his studies at Williams College, and in

1951, he completed a master’'s degree in pub-
lic affairs at Princeton University. He was re-
called to active duty during the Vietham War,
acting as chief of public affairs at the North
American Treaty Organization (NATO)’s Atlan-
tic Command in Norfolk, Virginia.

Captain Kelly also worked for Central Intel-
ligence Agency and the State Department as
a foreign service officer in Europe and Africa.
He commanded the former presidential yacht
Sequoia from 1983 to 1988 and wrote a book
about the historic ship. Further, Captain Kelly
was an adjunct professor of seamanship and
sailing at American University, worked at the
Smithsonian Institution, and was the owner
and director of the Gangplank Sailing School.

On this, his 100th birthday, Captain Kelly
has our appreciation for his long and faithful
service and the best wishes of Congress in
celebrating this momentous occasion.

————

IN MEMORY OF SENATOR TOM
BUFORD

HON. ANDY BARR

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 16, 2021

Mr. BARR. Madam Speaker, | would like to
honor a special Kentuckian, Senator Tom
Buford, from Nicholasville, Kentucky.

Tom Buford was a lifelong Kentuckian. He
was born in 1949 and graduated from Jessa-
mine County High School and the University
of Kentucky. Senator Buford received further
education from the American Institute of Bank-
ing. He was elected to the Kentucky State
Senate in 1991. He represented the people of
Senate District 22 until his passing on July 6,
2021.

In  Kentucky’s Senate, Senator Buford
served as Minority Whip from 1991-92 and
Minority Caucus Chair from 1993-96. At the
time of his death he held seats on the Licens-
ing and Occupations, Appropriations and Rev-
enue, and Banking and Insurance committees.
In his more than thirty years in the Senate, he
sponsored many important pieces of legisla-
tion. Senator Buford had a particular interest
in support for the disabled and for animal wel-
fare.

Senator Buford was highly regarded by his
colleagues in the Kentucky Senate and by all
who knew him. He was a great storyteller and
he knew the value of humor. After serving for
thirty years, he acquired great institutional
knowledge of the Senate. He was known as a
kind and humble man, a true servant leader.
He leaves behind his wife Carol, children
Stephanie and Beau, and his precious grand-
children. Senator Buford will be greatly
missed.

It is my humble honor to lift up the memory
of a great Kentucky gentleman and a dedi-
cated leader, Senator Tom Buford, before the
United States Congress.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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HONORING BRAD AND CAROL
WHITMORE AS IOWANS OF THE
WEEK

HON. CYNTHIA AXNE

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 16, 2021

Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Brad and Carol Whitmore, two remark-
able veterans, as lowans of the Week. Over
the Fourth of July weekend, | couldn’t think of
better honorees than two individuals who not
only served our country for many years but
have since continued their service to the coun-
try by doing incredible work to support and ad-
vocate for fellow veterans.

Carol Whitmore served in the U.S. Army,
and has been honored with over 20 medals,
ribbons, and badges from her 36 years of
service. Following her service, Carol earned a
Gold Legacy Life membership with the VFW
Post 9127 in Des Moines. She has served in
many leadership roles, ranging from the Post,
District, and Department levels to the National
stage. Carol is a member of the Governor’s
Veterans Council and sits on the National
Council as a representative for the lowa VFW.
As a legislative advocate on both local and
national levels, she continues to fight for vet-
eran’s rights.

Carol is particularly passionate about wom-
en’s issues and helping homeless veterans at
the Des Moines Homeless Shelter. When
asked what she is especially proud of, Carol
mentioned becoming a State Commander for
the VFW and working with homeless veterans
in the state.

Brad Whitmore, a native of Des Moines, en-
listed in the U.S. Army in 1970 and volun-
teered to go to Vietnam a year later. He then
served one tour and volunteered again for a
second tour, then received an Honorable Dis-
charge from the Army in 1976. Brad reenlisted
in the Army Reserve in 1988 and found em-
ployment in the civilian world as a surgical
tech, later earning an associate degree from
Des Moines Area Community College for
Nursing in 1994. The same vyear, Brad
changed his civilian job to become a surgical
nurse and was promoted to Second Lieuten-
ant in the Army. In 1999, he and Carol mar-
ried, and Brad retired in 2005 after 26 years
of service.

After his retirement, Brad was elected Quar-
ter Master of his VFW post in Beaverdale in
2012 and was elected four years later as
Quarter Master of lowa’s 5th District. Brad be-
came Chairman of lowa’s National Legislative
Committee, and he continues to do legislative
work raising awareness about veteran’s issues
on the national level. His current project is
working on the Richard Starr Act, which aims
to protect medically discharged veterans. Brad
said he is most proud of supporting his wife
and admires all that she does to improve the
lives of veterans.

| want to thank the Whitmores not only for
the years they served in the Army, but for all
the work they continue to do, and for the time
they have dedicated to helping veterans. | am
inspired by Brad and Carol’s stories, and | am
committed to supporting our nation’s veterans,
just as they both are. It is my pleasure to rec-
ognize Brad and Carol Whitmore as lowans of
the Week.
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OCCARSION OF CENTENNIAL OF THE
HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION
ACT

HON. ED CASE

OF HAWAIL
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 16, 2021

Mr. CASE. Madam Speaker, last Friday, my
colleague, Congressman KAIALIl KAHELE (Ha-
waii—Second), and | gathered here on Capitol
Hill with leaders of our Native Hawaiian com-
munity and partners in the advancement of
Native Hawaiians everywhere to recognize the
centennial of the enactment, on July 9, 1921,
of a truly revolutionary law, the Hawaiian
Homes Commission Act, to honor the times
and memory of its author, Hawaii Delegate to
Congress Prince Jonah Kuhio Kalani‘anaole,
and to reflect on and commit to the path still
ahead.

That afternoon, we came together on the
East grounds of the Capitol, directly outside
the House chamber where Kuhio served for
almost two decades, to share our mana’o
(thoughts) on this momentous day. | would like
to share here my own remarks on behalf of all
throughout our Hawaii who | am privileged to
represent:

To my colleague and friend, Congressman
Kahele, our incredible guests that are here
with us today, and our friends and ‘ohana
watching everywhere, Aloha.

As I stand with you today, I have so many
conflicting thoughts and emotions.

We are here on hallowed grounds that for
centuries now have stood for the very best of
humanity, and yet we are also on ground
that at a bare minimum tolerated the over-
throw of the Hawaiian Kingdom.

We are on grounds that have advanced
equality, opportunity, compassion and jus-
tice, and yet have sanctioned so much trial
and tragedy for our indigenous peoples.

We are on grounds where just one year ago,
we gathered to bid aloha to one of the great
icons of the civil rights movement, my col-
league John Lewis, and yet it is this very
ground from which was launched an attack
on our Capitol and democracy by our own
fellow citizens.

This land is riddled with contradictions. As
it was when Prince Kuhio came to Congress
as the first Native Hawaiian to serve almost
120 years ago.

Kihio spoke then of the urgency and de-
spair of a people facing extinction in their
own land. That was no idle concern. It had in
fact happened to other indigenous peoples
throughout our country and world; their peo-
ples and cultures are simply no more.

There were then just perhaps 40,000 Native
Hawaiians. The life expectancy of Native Ha-
waiians was but thirty years. They were in-
creasingly not living on the land as had doz-
ens of generations before them, but in the
tenements of Honolulu in dire cir-
cumstances.

And yet, Kiihio entrusted his people to this
still-new country, a country of promise but
that had not shown it was deserving of that
trust. And he devoted his next two decades
toward advancing his people and to prove
that his trust had not been misplaced.

As Congressman Kahele has said, the Ha-
waiian Homes Commission Act, signed one
hundred years ago today, was his singular
accomplishment. But what was Prince
Kihio’s legacy? What did it all add up to?

History is fickle. We’re all judged by our
successes and failures, our achievements and
our shortcomings (of course always in hind-
sight and without the context of the times).
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But I would make these three observations
about Kuhio, looking back from the distance
of history and as someone who is not Native
Hawaiian.

First, he was exactly the right person for
his time and place. Not just for Native Ha-
waiians, but for all of us whose ancestors and
lifeblood lay then and now in Hawaii.

Second, the Kanaka Maoli did not, unlike
many of their brothers and sisters, fade from
this Earth. Native Hawaiians now number in
the hundreds of thousands throughout our
country and world, proudly reclaiming and
perpetuating their history and culture and
contributing alongside all others who seek a
better path forward.

Third, Kuhio, as the first Native Hawaiian
leader to step forward onto the national
stage, exemplified what proud, principled
and capable Hawaiian leadership is, setting
the standard for so many of us who followed
down the road he paved.

But history is never complete, and the Ha-
waiian Homes Commission Act is a perfect
example. As one Kanaka Maoli leader noted
recently, the Hawaiian Homes Commission
Act was beautifully conceived but did not de-
liver in its implementation. In that the Act
is its own story, and now we must turn the
page toward better chapters.

Today, I follow and support Congressman
Kahele in finding and forging that next chap-
ter. For yesterday’s achievements are just
tomorrow’s foundations, and yesterday’s
failures are just tomorrow’s opportunities.

I am so deeply humbled with the responsi-
bility—for all of us wherever we are for
whom Hawaii is and always will be our true
home—to partner with you in these next
chapters of renewed opportunity and hope.
Thank you. Mahalo.

———
REMEMBERING SERGEANT La
DAVID T. JOHNSON ON THE OC-

CASION OF HIS INDUCTION AS
AN HONORARY GREEN BERET

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 16, 2021

Mr. HUDSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life and legacy of Sergeant La
David T. Johnson on the occasion of his in-
duction as an honorary member of the United
States Army Special Forces, or “Green Be-
rets.”

SGT Johnson is an American hero who laid
down his life in the line of duty and to save
the lives of his teammates on Wednesday,
October 4, 2017 in southwest Niger. Assigned
to the 3rd Special Forces Group at Fort Bragg,
he personified the values of honor, integrity,
personal courage, and selfless service.

SGT Johnson enlisted in the United States
Army in January 2014 and after completing
Advanced Individual Training and earning the
Military Occupational Specialty 91B Wheeled
Vehicle Mechanic, he was assigned to the 2nd
Battalion, 3rd Special Forces Group. SGT
Johnson served our nation with distinction and
valor, and his decorations include the Purple
Heart, Meritorious Service Medal, Army
Achievement Medal, Army Good Conduct
Medal, and Global War on Terrorism Medal.

A role model among his peers in the 3rd
Special Forces Group, SGT Johnson rep-
resents the best our nation has to offer. His
work helped secure and protect our homeland
for generations to come and today we honor
his sacrifice. While our country can never
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